street ‘\

Press clipping footba{h ..'
wor

Country: Cambodia
Source: Phnom Penh Post
Date: 21.07.2010

Wednesday Login | Create anaccount | Search |Khmer Edition

Frontpag jonal Hews | Busi Lifesty Siem Reap Insider | Sport | LIFT | Multimedia = Services Contact Us
Spirit of Soccer Team Cambodia captures POSTIOSS || CLASSFEDS || POSTPROPERTY |
fEStIVElI fa]r p ay awal'd Expertin financial management
AY, 21 JULY 201015:00 | H'S MANJUNATH K& E

HIVIIAIDS & DUNDY Data Metwork/System
development Consultant, Coordinator of
Decentralization-De-concentration HV/AIDS
project Mobility Technical Working Group Coordinator

HE Spirit of Soccer Cambodia team

captured the hearts and minds of a

global audience, not with their
mastery of the Jabulani ball, but with their
exemplary behaviour on and off the pitch.
‘When the curtain came down on the Football
for Hope Festival in one of the poorest slums
in Johannesburg's Alexandra township, the
loudest cheers were reserved for the
Kingdom's squad, who claimed the coveted
Fairplay award atthe 2010 World Cup
sideshow.
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The festival, which is a strategic alliance
between the world football governing body
International Federation of Association
Football (FIFA) and the streetfootballworld
network.
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Thirty two teams drawn from disadvantaged
communities around the world took part in
the week-long event played from July 4-10,
which uses the profile of football to help
achieve sustainable social development.

The eventwas kicked off with two powerful
messages from leading dignitaries of the
2010 World Cup. FIFA president Sepp Blatter
and South African premier Jacob Zuma both
attended the opening ceremony, and
emphasized the significance of the festival
which was running alongside the biggest
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“We aim to leave a legacy in Africa that will
lastlong after the final whistle ofthe 2010
‘World Cup is blown,” declared Sepp Blatter,
while Jacob Zuma's said “football is more
than football: itis something far beyond.”

The most poignant observation came from
Jurgen Griesbeck, Managing Director of
Streetworldfootball. “From the minefields of
Cambodia to the slums of Nairobi, football
can bring hope to the lives of young people,”
he stated

Forthe eight Cambodian pariicipanis who
went on the unforgettable South African
excursion, life has seemingly furned a full
circle.

“Itwas meantto be a game changer, and it
has indeed changed their lives and their
aftitudes towards it” said Stephen
Sonderman, director of local NGO Spirit of
Soccer, which gave the team, moral,
material, logistical and financial support for
the frip.

In terms of results, Cambodia ended in the
less illustrious second tier having won two
games and drawn twa from their ten fitures.

“The result simply did not matter, though SONDERMAN/SOS
some of the girls broke into tears and lang

spells of sadness after every defeat”™ said Sonderman, who accompanied the team along with colleague Rachel

Haig.
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Ads by Google

News in Pics Letters

Rights activists must
! support communities
o Inthe article “UN backs

-\&;AR B economic diversity in
e W

St L FEE rural areas” (July 1,
howing off her
Baby 2010), The Phnom Pent

Postreported on the
recent United MNations
Capital Development
Fund (UNCDF) report
that advocates for the
decentralisation of
Garments go up in development.

aIgly De-dollarisation debate
needs long-term view
Talk is cheap

Sponsored Links

Algarve Holidays | Drug
renab | Alcohol treatment |
Dirug addiction treatment
blog|

Media coverage Football for Hope Festival 2010

259



