FOOTBALL “ROYALTY” VISITS CFH PROJECT
On 3rd December 2009 it seemed that the notorious Cape Flats winds subsided for the arrival of David Beckham, Lucas Radebe, Lord Triesman and British High Commissioner Nicola Brewer to the Christopher Campbell Memorial Field at Ikhusi School, Site B, Khayelitsha.  The FA delegation were invited to join a Coaching For Hope training session with children and youths who participate in Coaching For Hope’s partner organisation Amandla Ku Lutsha’s street soccer league.  The FA visit marked its commitment to supporting initiatives that promote grassroots football development worldwide.  Coaching For Hope has been one of the FA’s partner charities since 2006 as part of the FA's broader International Development Programme.

Children and youths from 3 children’s home in Cape Town- the Marsh Memorial home in Rondebosch; Bapumelele and Homestead both from Khayelitsha,  participated in Coaching For Hope football sessions with Coaching For Hope coaches to give the guests the opportunity to see what Coaching For Hope is all about.  
To defuse any nerves brought on by the presence of an imposing media delegation, FA media representative Marcus rallied up the children with a energising 1, 2, 3 count: “go nuts in front of the camera, go as bonkers and bananas as you possibly can”.  With this instruction a foray of excited footballers yelled and charged at the cameras.  From that point the circulating journalists and their equipment seemed not to phase anyone.   To kick start the day, Coaching For Hope Programme Assistant Dennis Kerspuy initiated some of the popular CFH ice-breakers whereby children clapped and sung, introducing their names one by one.  They make kids feel at ease with eachother and generate energy and laughter which is maintained throughout a session.  At this point none of the youths had any idea that world famous David Beckham would be coming to visit them.  “He wears a number 7 jersey” hinted Dennis, to which one of the March Memorial home girls screamed “is it David Beckham?!”.

Coaching For Hope qualified coaches Alphonso, Barney, Ivan and Venecia led warm up stretching, running drills and games whilst Coaching For Hope International Programme Manager Sheylan Yearsley prompted the Young Leaders about their important roles for the day.  Bongane, Nomathemba, Michael and Karlo were chosen to host the 4 VIP guests as they were recognised as remarkable role models among their peers.  Bongane and Karlo greeted their guests first- Lucas Radebe and British High Commissioner Nicola Brewer.  Bongane’s guest Lucas Radebe made a less than spectacular appearance which consolidates just how grounded and unassuming he is.  He instantly approached a group of boys doing kickups and probed “show me your skills!”.  It was clear to all observers that Radebe’s enthusiasm to join in the training was genuine, and it is this sincerity which makes him infectiously likable.  “As a defender I’m too stiff, always tackle and head, don’t have skills, but you guys can teach me some skills” remarked Radebe.  The previously timid onlookers drew in with confidence, eager to show off their ball skills and tricks.  “Left-footed players have something special, they’re unique” he commented, marveling at one of the little performers.  As the tricks started coming from all angles, Radebe joked, “if you do this in the field though, they’re gonna kick you!”.

Karlo’s guest Nicola needed no encouragement to join in one of Alphonso’s passing drills.  Her high-heels came off and she welcomed Karlo’s advice on how to pass the ball accurately through the cones.  “ I can see why this is addictive actually!” enthused Nicola, putting Karlo’s tips into practice.  “Now you’re getting better” declared the coach, to which Nicola replied “I can hardly get worse”!

Bongane and Karlo moved with their guests from station to station explaining the Coaching For Hope drills.  In the centre of the pitch, Alphonso was working with the younger girls on simple ball skills so that these 11-12 year olds can grasp the basics.  In the far corner Venecia was facilitating a high-energy throwing and catching game, and in another area Barney and Ivan coordinated a pass-and-move drill taken from the Coaching For Hope coaching manual.  Media attention meanwhile shifted to another corner of the pitch where it was rumoured that David Beckham was arriving.  The mood among the cluster of journalists, who were reporting for institutions such as the BBC, The Times and the Guardian, suddenly pricked with tense fervour.  The striking symbol of world football stepped out of his police escorted vehicle, along with Lord Triesman, Chairman of the FA.  Sheylan greeted the two new additions to the day who were then welcomed by Coaching For Hope’s Young Leader hosts Michael and Nomathemba.        

Surrounded by a horde of competing journalists and technical equipment, David Beckham was led by Michael to the various football training stations.  Beckham asked fellow footballers “who’s winning today, are you scoring afew goals?” and turned to the Homestead boys in yellow and announced “I’ll play for the yellows!”.  He duly turned to the media to declare “the yellows have just signed me!”.  Approaching the next station, the Marsh. girls described to Beckham about their team and the league they play in.  One of the girls asked Beckham if he was playing at the World Cup, to which he replied with a grin, “hopefully, it would be nice to, we’ll see”.

 The football sessions were adjourned at midday so that all event participants could gather round for a question and answer session with the VIP guests.  David Beckham talked about how playing for Manchester United had been a dream since the age of 7, about his experiences as a professional footballer- “everytime I step on the field it’s special”.  He also talked about the impact his career has upon his family- “there are downs, but more ups than downs”, “in 1998 when I got sent off for England against Argentina, it affected not just myself but my family… people saying things about me… but on the positive side, when I’ve scored goals, won trophies, people come and say congratulations to my family”.  Lucas Radebe talked about his professional playing career which started in Soweto and peaked when he played for Leeds United “at the highest level, playing quality football”.  The two football stars joked about when they used to play against eachother and they used to “kick eachother”!  Coaching For Hope coach Ivan asked what are the qualities of a good coach, to which Beckham regarded “passion for the game” and Rabebe considered “bringing different people with different attitides together… for one goal”.  The single question fired to Lord Triesman was “who are you”, to which he chirpily responded, “I think we should ask my mother!”.  And all guests agreed that it should be an England- South Africa World Cup final next year!                     

While the youths were eating a hard-earned lunch, the media took this opportunity to quiz Beckham and  Lord Triesman  on issues relating to London’s World Cup 2018 Bid, which is of course the underlying reason why the FA has a substantial delegation attending the World Cup draw at Cape Town International Convention Centre this evening.  Lucas Radebe milled around a growing audience of Bapumelele boys who thrust their t-shirts out and pledged to Lucas “sign me”.  In typical fashion, Rabebe intervened “no, you sign me, you guys are the future” and clutching his newly splattered shirt he exclaimed “I’m gonna frame it!”.  It was clear that Beckham too was itching to join in the kick around and a header match proceeded with a 10 year old boy from the Homestead who proved quite the contender.

This event allowed Coaching for Hope’s work empowering young people to be seen on the world stage as a visit by a player with the profile of David Beckham shines a light on our work like nothing else could.  The support of the FA in organising this visit as part of their International Development Programme underlines how serious they are about developing grassroots football around the world,  Having South Africa’s World Cup Lucas Radebe present as well was the icing on the cake and having the Chairman of the FA was the cherry on the icing on the cake.  Celebrities make headlines and getting this kind of work in front of the world’s media is not easy so we are delighted that we were able to use this opportunity to put the case for sport in development and to stress the need to develop the grassroots from the bottom up.   

