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SLASC formed after Sierra Leone's long and violent conflict
in 2001/2. Many amputees ended up at the Aberdeen
Amputee camp in Freetown. A group of amputees started
playing football after encouragement by an American

lady. After a short while and English NGO started to
support us in training. This gave a boost to the players who
really enjoyed getting together to play football and talk about
daily life. After a while, in 2003 the English charity managed
to organize a tour of the UK for the team with support from
FIFA. It was called the 'Play for Hope' Tour. We played
many English teams (Everton, Hull, Manchester) as well as
a full international against the English team. SLASC

were really welcomed everywhere in a way we could not
have imagined. It was an experience that changed the life
of the players and the organization. It was the first tour of
an international team where all members returned to the
country. This gave us great credibility in the country and we
were greeted as hero's when we returned to Sierra

Leone. We were proud to be Sierra Leonean and wanted to
return to our home land. What has followed has been the
recognition of the Sierra Leone Amputee Football Team as
a competitor in international football. We have since played
in Brazil, Holland, Russia, Turkey, Liberia and were honored
to host the first ever African Nationals Amputee Football
Tournament in Freetown in 2007. From small beginnings
we now have over 200 members, 6 regional teams and a
small development programme supporting our members in
education, skills and income generation. We also have a
UK charity set up for fund raising activities, called SL
Amputee Club UK./ www.slamputeeclub.co.uk
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Sierra Leone Amputee Sports Club

A Little history...

 Formed in 2001 as a means of support to the amputees
in Freetown

* In August 2003, sponsored by FIFA, SLASC did the “Play
for Hope Tour” to the UK. It changed everything and we
returned home as heroes, rather than victims of war.

* |t gave SLASC a platform to promote the new peace in
Sierra Leone globally and to promote the needs of amputees
affected by the war.

* We have since travelled the world promoting peace
globally and locally in Sierra Leone through amputee
football, supported strongly by FIFA.
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What did war mean to us?
What fuelled the war?

Poverty, diamonds, greed, corruption, politics and lack of
hope

What was the result of war to the people of
Sierra Leone?

It left a country where community trust was gone, respect
for cultural values was gone, the nation was
traumatised...and there were lots of young, unemployed,
traumatised amputees

Amputation was used as a weapon of fear in the war
-
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What does peace building mean to us?

Promoting our country through example

Being Ambassadors for peace and not victims of war

Showing the world we are athletes who compete as equals on the world stage
Showing our country we are not bitter about the war, but are getting on with our lives
The integrity and conduct of our members leads by example

PEACE BUILDING IS ALL ABOUT ADVOCACY FOR PEACE THRO UGH SPORT
AND OTHER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES IN COMMUNITIES, LOCALLY AND
INTERNATIONALLY.

A. HOW THE CLUB STARTED AND BEGAN PLAYING

B. HOW THE CLUB ACTS AS AMBASSADORS FOR PEACE

C. LIVES CHANGED BY INVOLVEMENT IN THE CLUB, EG YOUNG PEOPLE: DRUGS,
ALCOHOL, VIOLENCE, CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR: HOW SOME GOT MARRIED, CHILDREN,
DIGNITY, CONFIDENCE, EDUCATION.

D. OUR RESOURCES:

1. ALOT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, PHOTOGRAPHED, AND FILMED ABOUT US; BOOKS, NEWS
ARTICLES, DOCUMENTRIES DONE BY PARTNERS AND JOURNALIST. RECENTLY WE
HAVE BEEN TRYING TO REGAIN CONTROL OVER THIS TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR
IMAGES AND STORIES ARE NOT EXPLOITED.

2. WE ALSO PLAY A PROACTIVE ROLE IN PEACE BUILDING AND CONFLICT

PREVENTION

A. TRAVEL WITH THE CLUB LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY.

B. EDUCATION OF OUR MEMBERS, SKILLS, SCHOOLS.

C. SOLIDARITY, SHARING OF INFORMATION AND RESOURCES.

D. MICRO CREDIT LOANS

E. DISABILITY EMPOWERMENT THROUGH INCOME GENERATION

AN OVERVIEW OF USING FOOTBALL AS AN ANSWER TO THE CHALLENGES AND
POSSIBILITIES FOR PEACE BUILDING IN AFRICA AND THE PARALLELS TO OTHER
REGIONS OF THE WORLD SUCH AS MIDDLE EAST AND LATIN AMERICA, WILL BE
GIVEN AS AN EXAMPLE. THE SINGLE LEG AMPUTEE SPORT CLUB WILL TRAVEL TO
ALL THESE PLACES TO DEMONSTRATE SPORTMANSHIP AS AMBASSADORS OF
PEACE THROUGH COMMUNITY MATCHES, RADIO, BANNERS, ARTIST, ETC.

FURTHERING MESSAGES OF PEACEBUILDING AND NON-VIOLENT CONFLICT
RESOLUTION. DISABILITY IS NOT INABILITY.
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What we do for our members

Remember that all our members bare the very visible
scars from our conflict. Many of them suffered greatly.

SLASC provides a place where they share their
challenges of life. Where they realise they are not
alone

They can socialise, laugh, make jokes, learn skills and
be equals in society. This encourages them and gives
them motivation in all areas of their lives.

We give them unbelievable life experiences!
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What we do for our communities

Through various donors we now have:
6 regional teams
over 200 members

Regular regional matches attended by
thousands

By playing matches in local communities we show
that peace is here, that the amputees are getting
on with their lives and performing as international
athletes.

We also promote non violence messages to
political parties, youths and war torn nations.

This encourages them to do more Iin their own
lives.
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What has SLASC achieved?

By playing amputee football on the international stage
SLASC were able to build a platform upon which they could
promote the needs of amputees within Sierra Leone and on
the international stage.

Meeting other amputees around the world has changed the
views of our players from being 'victims of war' to being
‘ambassadors for peace'. We realise we are not alone and
that others in all countries face the same daily challenges we
face.

Global exposure has helped us raise funds for development
projects for our members. Supporting them back into
education, for skills training and micro-enterprises.
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What has SLASC achieved?

Playing football every week allows them to talk about their problems,
their challenges and their lives to each other . They also laugh a lot
and constantly tell jokes to each other which means training is fun
and helps players enjoy life.

Playing football in so many different countries has exposed the
players to the world in a way they could never have imagined or
dreamed of during the war. They have become very proud of who
they are and of the peace in Sierra Leone.

Regional matches in local communities brings communities together
and to be inspired with the sport of amputee football. It helps to
rebuild the trust between people and challenges them by asking "if
the amputees can get on with their lives like this and be such great
athletes, maybe | can do the same"

All SLASC members now have pride, something that was taken away
during the war.
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By playing amputee football on the international stage SLASC were able to build a platform upon which they
could promote the needs of amputees within Sierra Leone and on the international stage.

Meeting other amputees around the world has changed the views of our players from being 'victims of war' to
being 'ambassadors for peace'. We realise we are not alone and that others in different countries face the
same daily challenges we face.

Global exposure has helped us raise funds for development projects for our members. Supporting them back
into education, for skills training and micro-enterprises.

Playing football every week brought the players together in an informal, social environment. They talk about
their problems, their challenges and their lives to each other in an informal way that creates lasting bonds and
a sense of bonding that others like then share the same challenges. They also laugh a lot and constantly tell
jokes to each other which means training is fun and helps players enjoy life.

Playing football in so many different countries has exposed the players to the world in a way they could never
have imagined or dreamed of during the war. They have become very proud of who they are and of the peace
in Sierra Leone.

SLASC teams play regular regional matches in local communities against each other. These matches often
draw a crowd of thousands of people. This is a great way to bring communities together and to inspire them
with the sport of amputee football. It helps to rebuild the trust between people and challenges them by asking
"if the amputees can get on with their lives like this and be such great athletes, maybe | can do the same*

All SLASC members now have pride, something that was taken away during the war.
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Summary

Amputee football has been a vehicle for peace building in Sierra Leone
We have demonstrated peace globally, locally and individually for our members
We have shown that disability is NOT inability!

We have been supported throughout by FIFA, STREETFOOTBALLWORLD and other
great organisations and friends.

THANK YOUI!
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